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Rural Radio Reports
A digest of recent A.B.C. rural radio taiks
W.A. wildflowers are unique
Western Australian wildflowers are some of
the most unusual and fascinating in the world.
Of the 3,000-odd species growing in the southwest, about 85 per cent, grow nowhere else in
the world.
The parrot bush group, for example, has
about 60 species, and all of them grow only
in the south-west. Some 50 of the 60 species
of Banksia also grow only in W.A.
There are 21 species of Leschenaultia in
Australia, 18 of which appear only in W.A.
This group contains many brilliantly coloured
flowers, including red, orange, yellow, green,
white, blue and purple. They are often dense
enough to completely hide the leaves and
stems.
The featherflowers, or Verticordias, are very
striking with masses of red, pink, orange, yellow
or white flowers. The flowers have a very intricate structure and again are almost all found
only in the south-west.
The number of blue and mauve flowers in
the State is most unusual, including the many
blue orchids. In other countries, the blue
orchid is almost a myth.
Some of the colour combinations of our
flowers are also uncommon. The kangaroo

Wild dog control
Wild dogs have been considered a serious
problem to stock owners since stock were first
introduced into Western Australia. Bonuses
were introduced in 1928 and more than
425,000 scalps have been received and payments made totalling over $1,000,000.
The term "wild dog" includes both dingoes
and domestic dogs which have gone wild.
In Western Australia, the initial responsibility for controlling wild dogs is on the
property owner. Local vermin authorities are
responsible for ensuring that control is effective
in their district. They may supervise and direct
control, assist with materials and equipment,

paw is a striking example of this, having brilliant red stems and green flowers.
Some myrtles, such as the sandplain waxflowers, change colour as they mature. The
flowers are white at first, and later become
deep red. Another myrtle of the inland desert
changes from yellow to red.
Variegated leaves are rarely found except as
deviations from the normal, but one West Australian plant consistently produces variegated
leaves. It is the Royal hakea (Hakea victoriae),
which is almost entirely restricted to the Fitzgerald River reserve. Its large, shell-like prickly
leaves are coloured near the stem and along the
veins. In the first year the colouring is yellow,
becoming orange in the second year, and red
in the third. The upright columns of leaves
appear to glow inside.
The various flower and leaf forms of many
of our plants, such as kangaroo paws, Banksias and orchids, are also unique. One plant
has a form so unusual that it is put into its
own botanical family. It is a sprawling, shrubby
plant called Emblinga, which has small slipperlike flowers and grows in areas as far apart as
Eneabba and Exmouth Gulf.
A. S. GEORGE,
Botanist.

or provide more direct assistance in the form
of control.
The Agriculture Protection Board pays a
bo.-'us of $2.00 for each wild dog destroyed
and gives advice on wild dogs and their control.
While the situation in agricultural areas has
improved in recent years because of better
organisation, supervision, training of staff and
the advance of settlement, there are still many
wild dogs in undeveloped country.
Over the years, control methods have not
changed very much. New traps have been
used, aircraft are used to drop baits, measured
doses of strychnine are contained in tablets,
and baits are being manufactured in factories.
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However, these are only refinements of the
original methods.
The whole question of wild dog control
needs review, and the Board has appointed a
graduate officer to examine the situation. He
will look at all aspects of the Board's expendi-

ture on wild dog control to ensure that money
is being spent on the best methods available
to obtain the maximum results in the most
economical way.

Two profitable summer
vegetables

tectant fungicidal dust, is recommended to
prevent damping-off and other diseases.
Capsicum should be planted in the field 15
in. apart in rows 3 ft. to 3 ft. 6 in. apart. Egg
plant needs to be 18 in. apart in rows 3 ft. 6 in.
apart.
Fertiliser requirements of both plants are
similar to tomatoes, but neither needs staking
or pruning.
The most popular egg plant variety is Market
Supreme, though Early Long Purple is a useful
early variety. Some new hybrid varieties, such
as Mission Belle, show promise.
Californian Wonder is the most popular
variety of capsicum, but demand for golden
varieties, such as Golden Calwonder and Hungarian Yellow, is increasing.
Capsicums should be harvested when the
fruit is fully developed but still green. Egg
plant fruit is edible at any time from about
one-third grown, but should not be marketed
until it is well-sized and coloured.

Two crops which are becoming increasingly
popular with consumers are capsicum and egg
plant. At present prices, both could be profitable additions to vegetable growers' summer
cropping programmes.
They belong to the same family as potatoes
and tomatoes, but are cheaper and easier to
grow than tomatoes.
Capsicums (or peppers) are popular as a
salad vegetable or cooked, and have a higher
content of vitamin C than any other vegetable
or fruit.
Egg plant can be boiled, fried, baked or
stuffed and baked, and provide useful variety
in the range of vegetables available.
Because they are very sensitive to cold,
capsicum and egg plant seedlings should be
raised in protected seed beds or trays and
planted out in late September or early October.
Hot water treatment of seed, similar to that
for tomatoes, followed by dusting with a pro-

Pig raising in the future
Pig prices in the future will depend more
and more on the quality of the carcass.
Over the past ten years supplies of pigs have
been light and prices firm. Many pigs sold have
been overfat, but have received little or no
penalty.
Today the situation is different. Supplies of
pigs are heavy and carcasses must be good
quality, not too heavy and not overfat.
Most of our pigmeat is sold in W.A., but
there are important export markets in the
Eastern States, and occasional sales are made
to Japan. All these markets require lean pigmeat.
Correct feeding is essential to produce a
good carcass. Wheat, barley or oat feeds are
not enough by themselves; good quality pro-

A. R. TOMLINSON,
Agriculture Protection Board.

J. P. FALLON,
Senior Vegetable Adviser.

tein, minerals and vitamins must be added to
each.
Plenty of protein is needed in the early
stages and, if meatmeal is used a a protein
source, about 20 lb. of 50 per cent, meatmeal
should be used with every 100 lb. of grain.
Some strains of pig are meatier than others,
and some have far better growth rates. Growth
rates should be one of the characteristics emphasised in a breeding programme, and for
this suitable records of pig performance are
essential.
Selling by weight and grade is certain to
become more popular in the future and should
displace the present liveweight auction system.
Farmers who produce the right kind of pig for
the market will be paid accordingly.
P. McNAMARA,
Pig Adviser, Dairy Division.
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